
FETTI The National Forum for 

Environmental and Toxic Tort Issues

Thursday, October 2, 2008

7:00 – 8:00 a.m. Continental Breakfast

8:00 – 8:15 a.m. Welcome and Overview Paula Unrau, FETTI Chair

8:15 – 9:15 a.m. Pollution 2008: What’s New in the Courts Michael Aylward

Morrison Mahoney, LLP

Boston, Massachusetts

9:15 – 9:45 a.m. “All Sums” States Update Michael Aylward

Morrison Mahoney, LLP

Boston, Massachusetts

9:45 – 10:00 a.m. Break

10:00 – 10:30 a.m. Class Actions: Personal Injury and 

Property Damage – Tips for Claims 

Handling and Recent Developments
 A Summary of Court Trends in Mass Tort Class 

Action Claims

 Understanding the Advantages/Disadvantages of 

Class Action Claims

 Federal Class Action Fairness Act: How to Get 

Out of Dangerous State Courts

 A Summary of Class Action Issues from Pre-

Class Discovery to Settlement

Michael Maher

Swanson Martin & Bell, LLP

Chicago, Illinois

10:30 – 11:15 a.m. Successor Liability Issues
 How Successor Issues Arise in Claims Handling

 Impact of Different Types of Successor Liability 

on Availability of Coverage

 Practical Approaches when Dealing with 

Successorship Issues

Brian Frankl

Assistant Vice President

CNA 

Chicago, Illinois

6:00 – 8:00 p.m. Networking Reception
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11:15 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Asbestos: Knowing How the Game is Played
 What Do You Really Need to Know to 

Successfully Resolve Claims?

 Learn the Differences in the Law Among the 

Hottest Jurisdictions

 What will the Jury Actually Decide?

 Make Informed Judgments on Asbestos Case 

Strategies and Values

 Are Historical Averages Still Valid Settlement 

Values? 

 Understand the Politics: National and Local

 What Factors Allow Cases to be Tried to a 

Verdict? 

David Governo

Governo Law Firm

Boston, Massachusetts

12:00 – 1:00 p.m. Lunch

1:00 – 1:45 p.m. Liabilities Related to Imported Products 
 Impact of Recent Growth in Foreign Economies 

on the U.S.

 Far-Reaching Effects on Insurance Industry

 Issues Impacting Coverage for Tainted 

Products Claims

Jeffrey Cook

Rimkus Consulting Group, Inc.

Houston, Texas

David Anderson

Howrey LLP

Chicago, Illinois

1:45 – 2:30 p.m. An Overview of Environmental and 

Emerging Claims
 The Costs of the U.S. Tort System, Key 

Drivers, and Variables Affecting Future Costs

 Occupational Exposure and Products 

Liability Claims

 Evolving Theories of Liability

 What’s Next?

Leisa Hamm

Locke, Lord, Bissell & 

Lidell, LLP

Chicago, Illinois

2:30 – 2:45 p.m. Break

2:45 – 4:15 p.m. Panel Discussion: What You Have to Have 

and How to Get It From Defense Counsel
 Reporting Obligations of Defense Counsel

 What is Enough and Not Enough

 Better Communications between Defense 

Counsel and Insurers

 Avoiding Allegations of Bad Faith, When to 

Involve Counsel in Coverage and Technical 

Investigations, and the Role of Counsel in 

Protecting Proprietary Information.

Mari Leigh

Meckler, Bugler & Tilson LLP

Chicago, Illinois   

Guy Hollingsworth

CNA

Chicago, Illinois

Melicent Thompson

Litchfield Cavo, LLP

Avon, Connecticut
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Friday, October 3, 2008

7:00 – 8:15 a.m. Continental Breakfast

8:15 – 9:15 a.m. World Trade Center: Defending a Disaster  

and Claims for Coverage
 The Defense

 Jurisdiction, Pleadings and Discovery

 Client Expectations

 Case Management and 

Co-Defendant Relationships

 Developing an Exit Strategy

 Coverage Issues

 Federal vs. State Jurisdiction

 Duty to Defend and Reimbursement of 

Defense Costs

 Types of Coverage and Damages 

Potentially at Issue

 Key Policy Terms

Christian Gannon

Segal, McCambridge, Singer 

& Mahoney 

New York, New York

Mitchell Lathrop

Duane Morris, LLP

San Diego, California

9:15 – 9:45 a.m. Using DNA Technology to Verify Medical 

Claims: Genetic Testing for Toxic Exposures

Dr. Bruce Gillis, M.D.

The Cytokine Institute

Los Angeles, California

9:45 – 10:00 a.m. Break

10:00 – 10:30 a.m. E-Discovery
 Managing E-Discovery for the Insured — Costly 

to Perform and Costly to Perform Incorrectly

 How to Produce Fully but Control the Costs at 

the Same Time

John Haggerty

Paul Harris

Ulmer & Berne, LLP

Cleveland, Ohio

10:30 – 11:20 a.m. Tort Reform
 State Tort Reform

 Illinois, Delaware, North Dakota and California 

— Creative Works of Plaintiff Counsel to Get 

Around Tort Reform

Mark Behrens

Shook, Hardy, & Bacon

Washington, D.C.

Tony Goldner

Wilson, Elser, Moskowitz,

Edelman & Dicker, LLP

Chicago, Illinois

11:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Business Meeting

This is a Business Casual Event

Business Casual Attire or better is permitted throughout the clubhouse with the exception of specific events for which a higher mode of dress 
(such as Business Dress Attire, Black Tie or White Tie) is specified.

Business Casual Attire is defined as, for men, a collared shirt (including turtleneck) and slacks (without jacket or necktie).  
For women, Business Casual Attire includes slacks or skirt with a blouse or sweater.

The following are specifically prohibited (except on floors 10 and above and when checking in or out of the Club guestrooms):  Overalls, tee-shirts, 
trading jackets, cut-offs, sweatshirts, denim jackets and any clothing that is tattered or contains inappropriate messages.  Blue jeans are not permitted 
in the clubhouse except on Saturdays before 6:00 p.m., on Sundays and on Holidays.

If you must enter or exit the Club in Athletic Attire, please use the Athletic Entrance, located on Federal Street just south of the revolving-door entrance.  
To leave the Club, take the elevator to the first floor and follow the signs marked “Athletic Exit.”


